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WOMEN IN TECHNOLOGY WA — TECH [+] AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Women’s Interests 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Women’s Interests) [9.10 am]: I now rise to inform the house of 
the Women in Technology WA Tech [+] Awards 2022. WiTWA has been the leading voice for women in technology 
in Western Australia since 1998 and hosts an annual celebration to recognise outstanding women working in 
technology fields. Unfortunately, this year I was unable to attend, but was pleased that the member for Victoria Park, 
Hannah Beazley, was able to represent me. Sadly, women remain under-represented in the technology sector. In 
STEM, for example, women make up around only 28 per cent of the workforce. Sadly, in Western Australia, women 
made up only 18.93 per cent of information technology and 9.9 per cent of engineering vocational education and 
training enrolments in 2021. That is why it is so important to acknowledge women for the outstanding and often 
unrecognised work they do in these fields. Thanks to WiTWA, women and girls not only are encouraged to enter 
STEM pathways, but also have a strong support network available to them once they do. Many in this chamber have 
heard me say, “You can’t be what you can’t see.” WiTWA has turned this saying around to become its key motto: 
“If you can see her, you can be her”. It is vital that we are able to harness the full potential of our resources. We 
cannot deliver the best talent across our industries if we draw on only one section of the community. As a government, 
we have supported WiTWA’s incursion programs and sponsored the Tech [+] Star Award for five years in a row. 
The calibre of the award winners is truly outstanding. From aerospace engineering to biochemistry, all these women 
are doing incredible things in a variety of fields. I particularly thank and acknowledge the dedicated volunteers of 
WiTWA and, in particular, co-chairs Kay Hargreaves and Tina Ambrose. Congratulations to all the nominees and 
award winners, and for the continued work of WiTWA. 
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